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Dear competitors, esteemed teachers, accompanists, parents, and visitors,

Welcome to Carinthia, where this year we are once again writing a new chapter of
the International Music Competition BOLERO together. Every year, we are inspired
by the number of young musicians who are willing to share their dedication,
countless hours of practice, and love for music with both the audience and the
professional jury. This year, the competition has welcomed as many as 485
participants from eleven countries – Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Austria, Germany,
Hungary, Italy, Poland, Turkey, Ukraine, and India. This international connection is
both a great recognition and a responsibility for us to create an environment in
which every individual feels welcomed, heard, and respected.

A music competition is more than just evaluation – it is a place for connection,
inspiration, and personal growth. It gives young artists the opportunity to share their
creativity and express themselves through music, making every performance
valuable regardless of the result.

The competition gains special value through the people who stand beside young
musicians. Teachers, with your knowledge and dedication, you guide new
generations of artists and teach them discipline, perseverance, and responsibility.
Accompanists, through your musicality and support, you play an essential role in
shaping every performance. And parents, you are often the quiet companions
through countless rehearsals, journeys, sacrifices, and words of encouragement –
our sincere thanks to you as well.

It is a great honor for us that the performances will be evaluated by distinguished
national and international musicians and pedagogues, whose expertise and
experience significantly contribute to the high artistic standard of the competition.
Their role is not only to evaluate, but also to encourage young talents on their
artistic journey.

On this occasion, we would also like to sincerely thank the Municipality of Muta, our
partners, supporters, and all collaborators whose help makes this competition
possible and who believe in the importance of music education.

Dear young musicians – may your performances bring you pride, new experiences,
and inspiration for the future. May the stage become a place where you can show
your sincerity, courage, and love for music.

I wish you a pleasant stay in Carinthia and many beautiful and unforgettable
moments at the 6th International Music Competition BOLERO.

With respect,
Andraž Likar
Head of the Competition
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The Municipality of Muta proudly hosts the 6th International Music Competition
BOLERO, which is once again taking place on the premises of the Municipality of
Muta, in the Kienhofen Manor.

The vision and dedication of the organizer, Glasbena šola Muta, have over the years
been reflected in the high-quality realization of the competition and in the creation
of a stimulating environment for young musicians. The competition gives young
performers the opportunity to present their knowledge, musical creativity, and
devotion to the art, while also gaining valuable experience for their future musical
paths. Bringing together young musicians from different countries significantly
contributes to the vibrant development of musical culture and the arts.

Over the past few years, the BOLERO Competition has also become a recognizable
spring tradition among the local community. The event brings a special cultural
energy to our town, connects people, and enriches the cultural life of our
municipality. This proves that the competition has grown beyond the framework of
merely a musical event and has become an important part of our town’s identity,
placing it on the map of significant international cultural events and contributing to
the recognition of the Municipality of Muta at both the national and international
levels.

I am aware that a great deal of work, effort, and dedication has been invested in the
organization and realization of this competition. From the initial idea years ago until
today, the competition has become an example of excellent organization and
professional execution. It is an honor for all of us that, as a municipality, we are able
to support and help shape the story of this important event, with hopes for future
cooperation.

I wish the organizer, the competition director Mr. Andraž Likar, the entire team, and
the professional jury a successful competition. To the young competitors and their
mentors, I wish much success, wonderful experiences, and fond memories of our
town, where you are always sincerely welcome.

Angelca Mrak
Mayor of the Municipality of Muta
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https://bolero-competition.com/zirija/nebojsa-jovan-zivkovic-srb/


Hailed by the critics as one of the most unique and expressive marimba and percussion
artists in the field today, Nebojša Jovan Živković has greatly influenced the international
percussion scene during the last three decades – as both a masterful composer and
virtuoso performer. A native from Serbia, Zivkovic completed his master’s degrees in
composition, music theory and percussion in Mannheim and Stuttgart, Germany, where he
has resided since 1980. Currently based in Vienna , Austria, he tours throughout Europe,
and performs frequently in the USA, Japan, Taiwan, Korea, Latin America, Russia and
Scandinavian countries. Zivkovic performed in such prestigious venues as Vienna’s
“Konzerthaus”, National Recital Hall Taipei, Munich’s Herkulessaal, St. Petersburg’s
Eremitage Theatre, or Stockholm’s Nybrokajen. He was also guest of the number of
Festivals such as Gaudeamus Amsterdam, Schleswig-Holstein Musikfestival, Dance-in-your-
head, Minneapolis, USA and several times at PASIC (Percussive Arts Society Int. Convention)
in USA.

As a soloist, mostly with his own marimba and percussion concertos, Zivkovic has
performed with the Stuttgart Philharmonic, Munich Symphonic Orchestra, Bochum
Philharmonic, Moscow Philharmonic, Hannover Radio Symphony, Bielefeld Philharmonic,
Belgrade Philharmonic, Thessaloniki State Orchestra Greece, Osaka Festival Orchestra,
National Symphony Orchestra Costa Rica, Lithuanian State Symphony, Slovenian
Philharmonic, Minnesota Orchestra, Budapest Philharmonic, St. Petersburg Philharmonic to
name but a few. Zivkovic’s marimba is “Stradivari” among the Marimbas: order made, one-
of-the-kind instrument, made by YAMAHA in Japan especially for him. His creative output is
captured on six compact discs of music for marimba and percussion, and at over a dozen
CD’s including his compositions are recorded by other performers. Zivkovic is professor of
percussion at Music and Arts University of the city of Vienna, Austria (former Vienna
Conservatory) and also at University of Novi Sad, in his native country, Serbia.

Composer Zivkovic is today one of the worlds most performed composers for Percussion
music. His works for marimba and percussion have set new performing standards, and his
captivating and energetic performances have influenced generations of marimbists. Many
of Zivkovic’s compositions (for example: Ilijas, Ultimatum1, Trio per uno ) have become
standards in contemporary percussion repertoire world-wide. His symphonic works are
performed by orchestras world wide such as the National Symphony Orchestra of
Washington, BBC Concert Orchestra, London, Orchestra di Santa Cecilia, Rome, The
Nothern Sinfonia in Newcastle, UK or Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra.

He is frequently commissioned by many soloists, orchestras and institutions, including two
commissions from the German Ministry of Culture (Rheinland-Pfalz and Baden-
Württemberg). Recent years included commissions of Double Percussion concerto with
Large Orchestra “Obsesiones”, percussion Trio “Sandy, the Hurricane”, solo marimba piece
“Homo Balcanicus” last one in 2019 by Hamburg State Opera, for Percussion quartett.
called “Credo in Unim Deum”. Beside his concert works, he has composed many
compositions for younger players. Especially pieces from his “FUNNY MALLETS SERIES”
have become some of the world’s most successful pedagogical works for mallets
instruments.
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Having established herself as a versatile multi-percussionist and marimba artist
Aleksandra Šuklar´s playing is characterised by her excellent musicality, technique,
temperament and sensitivity to any musical style; skills which all come together to form her
own unique artistic approach. Her diverse musical language and genre-crossing
performances range from classical works and contemporary compositions, all the way to
film music and crossover projects.

Aleksandra’s engagements as soloist include performances in renowned concert halls such
as the Wiener Musikverein, ORF- Radiokulturhaus , Deutsches Theater Berlin and at
festivals like Rolex Arts Weekend, Wien Modern, Gustav Mahler Musikwochen, NOMUS
Festival and Vienna Saxfest, to name a few.

Aleksandra Šuklar is a prizewinner of numerous national and international competitions
across Europe (Spain, Croatia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Austria,…) and was a laureate of the
Fidelio Competition in the “ORF-Radiokulturhaus” Vienna in two consecutive years. She
has been recognised by the Federal Chancellery of Austria as one of the most outstanding
young artists living in Vienna and was consequently awarded with their scholarship.

She cooperates regularly with various ensembles and orchestras including the Symphony
Orchestra of Vienna State Opera, ORF Radio Symphony Orchestra Vienna, Synchron Stage
Orchestra, the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra, RTV-Slovenian Radio Symphony
Orchestra, Anima Musicae Chamber Orchestra, Australian Chamber Orchestra, Ensemble
Kontrapunkte, Zagreb Soloists and Vienna Chamber Orchestra.

Born in a family of musicians, Aleksandra’s musical education began at the age of 5 when
she started her violin lessons in Novi Sad, Serbia. After moving to Slovenia, she began her
percussion lessons at the age of 11 and later on continued her studies in Vienna, Austria. In
2016 she graduated from the Music and Arts University of the city of Vienna in the class of
prof. Nebojša Jovan Živković receiving a Bachelor and Master of Arts degree.

In recent years Aleksandra has been touring arenas worldwide and collaborating with the
internationally celebrated film music composer Hans Zimmer as part of his band of soloists
in “Hans Zimmer Live” and “The World of Hans Zimmer”.

Her curiosity and creativity has enabled her to lead a fulfilling musical life: from regular
recordings from her studio for Hollywood Productions including companies such as
“Netflix”, “DreamWorks” and ” Warner Bros”, where she has recently recorded Soundtracks
for Movies “Sponge Bob”, “Dune” and “The Creator”, to Solo-Performances, Masterclasses
and collaborations with some of the most inspiring musicians of our time.

Aleksandra Šuklar plays Yamaha and is artist at Pearl drums, Meinl Percussion, Meinl
Cymbals, and Schlagkraft mallets.

10



11

Jo
že

 B
o

g
o

li
n



Jože Bogolin was born in Brežice, Slovenia. His first steps in music began at Krško music
school, later he studied at Music high school Ljubljana, Music Academy Ljubljana and
finished with Master Degree at Hochschule fűr Theater und Musik Munchen in the class of
dr. prof. Peter Sadlo. During studies he achieved many different solo and chamber awards
and compliments: TEMSIG – First Prizes and Special Prizes (2001, 2005, 2008), Povolleto,
Italy – Second prize (2005), IPCL, Luxemburg – Second prize and Audience prize (2009),
PENDIM, Bolgaria – First Prize (2009), Almere chamber music festival – Audience Prize
(2011), Salieri – Zinetti competition – Third Prize and First Prize (2011, 2012).

He was playing and studying with many known musicians, such as Peter Sadlo, Keiko Abe,
Momoko Kamiya, N. J. Živković, J.Beck, Peter Erskin, Bogdan Bacanu, Katarzyna Mycka, Mate
Bekavac, Vladimir Askhenazy, Marko Hatlak… Bogolin is also active as soloist and orchestra
player. In his career he played with Australian Chamber, EUYO Orchestra, EUYO Wind
Ensemble, RTV Slovenia Symphonic Orchestra, Filharmonia Salzburg, SNG Ljubjana and
more.

Nowadays he is playing mainly as a chamber musician with DRUMARTICA – Slovenian
percussion. Together with Simon Klavžar, Bogolin has performed in many important
classical music venues in Serbia, Italy, Germany, Luxemburg, Russia, USA, China, Croatia,
Spain, Canary Islands, Slovenia, Netherlands, Belgium and so on.

Currently, he works as professor on Konservatorij za glasbo in balet Ljubljana. In addition
to his job, he is regular guest on modern music festivals, masterclasses and clinics home
and abroad.

He is an endorser for ADAMS Musical instruments and Innovative Percussion Mallets.
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Jure Gradišnik graduated from the Academy of Music in Ljubljana under the guidance of
Prof. Stanko Arnold and continued his studies at the renowned Mozarteum University in
Salzburg with Prof. Hans Gansch. He is the recipient of numerous awards at national
competitions, including the prestigious Yamaha Scholarship in 2003. In 2005, he was
honored with the Prešeren Award for Students for his performance of H. Tomasi’s trumpet
concerto with the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra.

During his studies, Gradišnik joined the Orchestra of the Slovenian National Opera and
Ballet in Ljubljana, where he served as principal trumpet from 2003 to 2012. From 2012 to
2024, he was the principal trumpet of the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra. Currently, he
is an associate professor at the Academy of Music, University of Ljubljana.

In addition to his teaching and orchestral work, Gradišnik is an active chamber musician
and soloist. He performs in various ensembles, including the brass quintet SiBrass, the trio
Seraphim, and a duo with harpist Maria Gamboz Gradišnik. As a soloist, he has
collaborated with numerous prestigious orchestras, such as the RTV Slovenia Symphony
Orchestra, the Slovenian Philharmonic String Chamber Orchestra, the Slovenian Armed
Forces Orchestra, the Philharmonia Oltenia Symphony Orchestra, the Maribor Festival
Chamber Orchestra, the Orchestra of the Slovenian National Opera and Ballet, the
Cappella Istropolitana Chamber Orchestra from Slovakia, the Croatian Armed Forces
Orchestra, and the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra. He has also performed alongside
acclaimed musicians such as Stanko Arnold, Richard Galliano, Steven Mead, and Richard
Tognetti, under the baton of many distinguished conductors.

Since 2004, he has also been teaching at the music school of the St. Stanislaus Institute,
and since 2011, at the Academy of Music in Ljubljana.

Jure Gradišnik is a Yamaha artist.
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Hornist Mihajlo Bulajić began his musical journey at the age of ten in the class of Prof.
Zoran Mrdjenović, completing his primary and secondary music education at the Vojislav
Vučković Music School in Belgrade. He continued his studies at the Faculty of Music Arts in
Belgrade under Prof. Milan Radić, graduating with honors and receiving a special
distinction in 2009. During his studies, he won numerous awards at the national level and
participated in chamber music ensembles, performing with a brass and wind quintet in all
major concert halls across Serbia.

He further refined his musical skills through seminars with renowned professors such as
Hermann Baumann and Ferenc Tarjani, as well as at the Mozarteum in Salzburg under
Prof. Radovan Vlatković.

He gained valuable orchestral experience as a principal hornist at the Belgrade National
Opera (2006–2010), as a regular member of the Gustav Mahler Youth Orchestra (2009–
2011), and through collaborations with the Madlenianum Opera and Theatre in Belgrade,
the Belgrade Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Radio Symphony Orchestra, with which he
also performed as a soloist.

In 2010, he moved to Slovenia, where he became the principal hornist of the Radio
Symphony Orchestra and a member of the brass quintet SiBrass, the RTV Slovenia brass
trio, and the wind quintet Quintologia. He also performs as a guest hornist with orchestras
such as the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, Vienna Chamber Orchestra, Belgrade Chamber
Orchestra, BandArt, Orchestra of Europe, EPOS, and others. Additionally, he is active as a
mentor in youth orchestras JOCAN and JONC in Spain. Since 2020, he has been teaching
French horn at the Conservatory for Ballet and Music in Ljubljana.

17



18

A
lb

er
to

 A
zz

o
li

n
i



Born in Verona in 1988, Alberto Azzolini began studying tuba at the age of ten through the
courses organized by the Municipal Band School of Dolcè (VR). He was later admitted to
the “E.F. Dall’Abaco” Conservatory in Verona, where he graduated in 2011 with highest
honors under the guidance of Maestro Giovanni Gatti.

During the same years, he attended advanced masterclasses for low brass at the School of
Music of Fiesole (FI), led by Robert Tucci and David LeClair. He completed his studies in
Verona with a solo concert accompanied by the Orchestra of the Arena di Verona,
alongside other outstanding students awarded by the Dall’Abaco Conservatory.

In 2011 he was admitted to the Hochschule für Musik Basel (Switzerland), where he
completed a two-year specialization program in tuba (Master of Music Performance) under
the guidance of Professor and orchestral musician David LeClair, graduating in the winter
of 2013. After obtaining his scientific high school diploma, he attended courses and
masterclasses with distinguished musicians such as Roger Bobo, Gene Pokorny, Robert
Tucci, Alessandro Fossi, Mario Barsotti, Stefano Ammannati, Steven Mead, Michael Pircher,
Rex Martin, Roland Szentpàli, Øystein Baadsvik, Hidehiro Fujita, and Gianluca Grosso.

Since completing his studies, he has received numerous awards and eligibility recognitions
from major Italian opera-symphonic foundations and has worked as a freelance musician
in Italy and abroad. He has collaborated with leading institutions including the Teatro
dell’Opera di Roma, the Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia (Rome), Teatro alla Scala
(Milan), Teatro La Fenice (Venice), Teatro Regio di Torino, the RAI National Symphony
Orchestra of Turin, Teatro Regio di Parma, Arena di Verona, the Haydn Orchestra of
Bolzano, and the London Symphony Orchestra.

He has performed under the baton of conductors such as Riccardo Muti, Sir Simon Rattle,
MyungWhun Chung, Sir Antonio Pappano, Michael Tilson Thomas, Daniel Harding, Daniele
Gatti, Gianandrea Noseda, Yuri Temirkanov, Juraj Valčuha, among others. He has also been
active in chamber music since 2014 as tubist of BrassOperà – brass quintet, Venice – and
since 2023 as a member of ITQ – Italian Tuba Quartet.

Since autumn 2017, he has been Principal Tuba of the Orchestra of Teatro La Fenice in
Venice.
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Karolina Šantl Zupan graduated and completed her specialist flute studies in the class of
prof. Fedja Rupel at the Academy of Music in Ljubljana. She continued her art education at
the College of Fine Arts in Vienna with prof. Wolfgang Schulz and completed it with
honours. In addition, she attended masterclasses with James Galway, Irena Grafenauer,
Suzan Milan, Peter Lucas Graf and other world-renowned flautists. Already during her
studies at the Ljubljana Academy of Music, she was a laureate of numerous national and
international competitions and in 1990, the recipient of the student Prešeren award.

Her professional artistic career began in 1991 in the orchestra of the Slovenian
Philharmonic. She also worked as a solo flutist in the SNG Opera and Ballet Ljubljana
orchestra. Since 2001, she has been a member of the international flute quartet 4Syrinx,
with which she has been creating an independent series of concerts in the Vatroslav
Lisinski Hall in Zagreb for many years. The 4Syrinx quartet, received the Porin discography
of the year award in 2014. As a member of other chamber ensembles, which consist of
renowned Slovenian and foreign artists, she actively performs in a wider international
space.

She records wide range of flute literature for Slovenian and foreign radio stations. So far,
she has released nine CDs, including two for flute and piano, two for flute and harp
(Nocturno and Impresija), three with the 4Syrinx flute quartet (Decade, Monochromia and
Room for Four), a concert for flute CD with the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra (Ibert,
Feld and Reinecke) and in 2017 a CD for flute and orchestra. She is the author of
instructional materials for learning the flute, published under the titles Skladbe za fluta 1, 2,
3, 4, 5 and 6. Since the first edition in 2006, individual volumes of Skladbe za fluta have
been reprinted several times.

Karolina Šantl Zupan joined the Academy of Music of the University of Ljubljana in 1995
and was elected full-time professor in 2008. From 2009 to 2021, she was the head of the
wind, brass, and percussion department. She has been vice-dean for scientific and artistic
research since 2022. Her success in the academic field is evidenced by numerous
international and national awards received by her students. She also regularly cooperates
with foreign educational institutions. Her last project collaboration was in Australia at the
University of Melbourne. She regularly leads international seminars in Slovenia and abroad
and is a member of expert juries at international competitions. She is a Yamaha Flute Artist.
Within the scientific field, Karolina’s research is focused on interaction between artistic and
pedagogical teaching and musical interpretation at the university-level of education. In
2019, she received a doctorate for doctoral dissertation titled Interaction between artistic
and pedagogical education of future teachers of wind instruments.
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Clarinettist and pedagogue Jože Kotar lives and works in Ljubljana, where for 12 years he
served as principal clarinet of the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra. Currently he holds
the same position with the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra. He is tenured professor of
clarinet at the Academy of Music and also teaches at the Conservatory for Music and
Ballet, both in the Slovenian capital.

He regularly performs in Slovenia and throughout Europe, the United States and South
America as a soloist, chamber musician and a member of various ensembles. He has led
master classes for clarinet and chamber music in Croatia, Serbia, Italy, Hungary, Belgium,
Israel, Ireland, Canada, USA, Australia and Brazil, is frequently a member of juries at
international competitions and is a regular guest at Slovenian and foreign festivals. He has
performed and recorded as a soloist with many orchestras, led by conductors such as
Marko Letonja, George Pehlivanian, Roger Boutry, Tetsui Honna, David Itkin, Benoît
Fromanger, David de Villiers and others.

He has given the world premieres, both as a soloist and as a member of numerous
chamber ensembles, of more than 190 works by many composers both Slovenian and
foreign. As principal clarinet he performed with many famous conductors, such as Carlos
Kleiber, Ricardo Mutti, Serge Baudo, Yurij Simonov, Hartmut Haenchen, Milan Horvat, Pavel
Kogan, Zoltan Kocsis, Leopold Hager, En Shao…

He is a member, co-founder and artistic director of the Slovenian Clarinet Orchestra and
the Slovenian Clarinet Sextet, and is also a member many other ensembles including the
Ariart Woodwind Quintet (with whom he received the Bettetova Prize in 2007), the
Woodwind Trio of the Slovenian Philharmonic and the contemporary music ensemble MD7,
with whom he received the first Lipovšek Prize in 2013. Since 2007 he has been the
conductor and artistic director of the Trbovlje Workers Wind Orchestra.

He has recorded numerous compact discs, including eight solo albums (with the Slovenian
Philharmonic String Quartet, harpist Nicoletta Sanzin Fabri, the Slovenian Philharmonic
Orchestra and the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra and four with pianist Luca Ferrini)
and many discs with ensembles, including the Ariart Wind Quintet, the ensemble MD7, the
Slovenian Clarinet Quartet, the Slovenian Clarinet Sextet and the Slovenian Philharmonic
Wind Trio. He has twice recorded the Rossini Introduzione, tema e variazioni, first with the
Slovenian Police Orchestra and another with the Trbovlje Workers Wind Orchestra in a live
concert in the Netherlands.
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Nikola Fabijanić is an exceptionally versatile musician, accomplished soloist, chamber
musician, orchestral player, and teacher. He is a permanent saxophonist with the Zagreb
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Croatian Radio and Television Symphony Orchestra, and
teaches at the Zagreb Academy of Music. He has been a professor at the Pavao Markovac
Music School and a guest professor at the Academy of Arts in Novi Sad (Serbia) and Banja
Luka (Bosnia and Herzegovina). 

He completed his saxophone studies at the Zagreb Academy of Music and, after obtaining
his master’s degree, continued his studies around the world with some of the most
renowned contemporary saxophonists. His outstanding teaching work has been
recognized with more than 60 awards given to his pupils and students. He regularly leads
seminars and masterclasses and often participates as a jury member in regional, national,
and international competitions such as HDGPP, AZOO, Papandopulo, Josip Nochta,
Woodbrass (Varaždin), Temsig (Idrija), and Saxistra (Koper).

As a soloist, he has performed with the Zagreb Soloists, the Zagreb Philharmonic
Orchestra, the Croatian Radio and Television Symphony Orchestra, the Dubrovnik
Symphony Orchestra, the Varaždin Chamber Orchestra, the Croatian Armed Forces
Symphony Orchestra and the Croatian Navy Band, the Gaudeamus Chamber Orchestra,
the Zagreb Chamber Orchestra, Windstrings and Art Ensemble NRW. On his initiative,
several Croatian composers have written concertos for saxophone and orchestra, which he
has performed to great acclaim. He has participated in renowned local festivals such as
the Dubrovnik Summer Festival, the Split Summer Festival, the Osor Music Evenings, the
Zagreb Music Biennale, the Rijeka Summer Nights, the Music Evenings in Saint-Donat and
the Pag Art Festival.

Nikola Fabijanić is passionate about chamber music as a teacher and performer. He is a
member of one of Croatia’s most renowned chamber ensembles, the Papandopulo Quartet,
in which he plays alongside Goran Jurković, Gordan Tudor, and Tomislav Žužak. The
Papandopulo Quartet is a tireless promoter of Croatian musical heritage, having premiered
more than thirty compositions created especially for it. In addition to the Papandopulo
Quartet, Nikola Fabijanić plays with the Acoustic Project ensemble and the Mravunac
Fabijanić duo, and collaborates with many other local chamber ensembles.
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Matej Šarc, born in 1965 in Ljubljana, began his oboe studies with Božo Rogelj at the
Academy of Music in Ljubljana, and then furthered his education with Heinz Holliger at the
Hochschule für Musik in Freiburg, Germany.

He was the first oboist of the Slovenian Radio and Television Symphony Orchestra and the
Freiburg Philharmonic Orchestra. As a soloist and chamber musician, he has performed
concerts throughout Europe, Australia, China, Mongolia, Japan, and both Americas. He has
recorded numerous chamber and solo works for the oboe for several European radio
stations. His recordings have been released by Slovenian and international record labels.

Since 1994, he has been a member of the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra and the
Slowind Wind Quintet, with which he has received the Prešeren Fund Award, among other
accolades. He teaches oboe at the Academy of Music in Ljubljana, the Conservatory of
Music and Ballet in Ljubljana, and at master classes both domestically and internationally.

For twenty years, he dedicated himself to organizing and performing in the chamber music
concert series Festival Slowind in Ljubljana, where he performed with members of the
eponymous wind quintet and distinguished artists such as Alexander Lonquich, Christiane
Iven, Heinz Holliger, Arvid Engegård, Robert Aitken, Ursula Oppens, Matthias Pintscher,
Naoko Yoshino, and others.

Contemporary music holds a special place in his artistic activities. He has premiered
numerous works by Slovenian and foreign composers and later turned his attention to
Baroque music and its role in modern times.
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Mihael Mitev is a Slovenian bassoonist. He started his musical education at the early age
with his father Zoran Mitev, with whom he later studied in conservatorium and Academy of
music in Ljubljana where he finished his bachelor studies. During bachelor studies, he
spent a semester studying in Vienna at MDW with Richard Galler. After Mihael finished his
bachelor studies, he continued his education at Zürcher Hochschule der Künste with
Giorgio Madolesi, where he finished master studies. He attended masterclasses with
professors such as: Andrea Zucco, Bence Boganyi, Robert Gillinger, Gustavo Nunez,
Stefano Canuti, Pedro Silva ect. Currently he is a solo bassoon in Slovene National Theatre
Maribor.

During his musical career Mihael was very successfully attending national and
international competitions, latest being the ARD music competition 2019 in Munich where
he reached the second round of the competition. On national competition TEMSIG he was
the prize for best interpretation of Slovenian work in 2015 in woodwind quintet and 2016 as
a soloist.

Mihael is a guest player in orchestras such as: Orchestre de Paris, Kammerorchester Basel,
Musikkolegium Winterthur, Slovenian Philharmonic ect. This led him to play in biggest
festivals in Europe with conductors like: Daniel Harding, Charles Dutioit, Jonathan Nott,
Heinz Holliger etc.. In last year he is playing in Frankfurt Opera and Museums Orchestra
(Frankfurt Opera). During his student years also played in youth orchestras such as:
Gustav Mahler Jugendorchester, European Union Youth Orchestra, Zermatt festival
Orchestra.
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Clarinetist David Gregorc began his musical journey in 2003 at the Fran Korun Koželjski
Music School in Velenje under the guidance of Prof. Matjaž Emeršič. In 2010, he continued
his studies at the Velenje Art Gymnasium. After completing his secondary education, he
enrolled at the Academy of Music in Ljubljana, where he studied under Prof. Jože Kotar and
Assistant Jurij Hladnik. He graduated and obtained his master’s degree with honors and
received a special summa cum laude distinction. He was also awarded the Prešeren Prize
of the Academy of Music.

As a soloist and member of a clarinet quartet, he won three silver and two gold plaques
(2012 and 2015 – 1st prize) at the national TEMSIG competitions. At the international
EMONA competitions, he received a silver and two gold plaques (2018 – 2nd prize). With the
clarinet quartet, he won a gold plaque and 1st prize at the international Carlino
competition in Italy at the end of 2017. In early 2018, after winning an audition, he became
a scholarship recipient of the Yamaha Music Foundation of Europe.

He has attended masterclasses with world-renowned clarinetists, including Andrew
Marriner, Robert Spring, Michel Lethiec, and Harri Mäki. In 2011, he made his solo debut
with the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra and later performed as a soloist with them twice
more. He also occasionally collaborates with the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra.

Since 2018, he has been a member of the orchestra of the SNG Opera and Ballet Ljubljana.
Between 2020 and 2024, he worked as an assistant at the Academy of Music in Ljubljana.
Since 2021, he has been teaching at the Fran Korun Koželjski Music School in Velenje and
the Velenje Art Gymnasium.
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sCountry  Number of competitiors

Austria 6

Croatia 42

Germany 1

Hungary 1

India 1

Poland 1

Serbia 7

Slovenia 421

Turkey 1

Ukraine 2

Discipline Total
Junior

Category
I. Category II. Category III. Category

Euphonium 25 4 12 4 5

Bassoon 13 1 2 6 4

Flute 165 27 49 55 34

Clarinet 81 7 29 28 17

Oboe 23 4 9 9 1

Trombone 20 4 6 9 1

Horn 5 / 2 2 1

Saxophone 52 6 14 17 15

Percussion 60 11 21 18 10

Trumpet 40 10 16 5 9

Tuba 1 1
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